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I have attached a copy of the Naturescot consultation response in which they confirm in the landscape and visual section that they agree to the list of
viewpoints that SSER listed in Table 8.2 of  our Scoping Report.  Can we therefore confirm that THC is also in agreement to with these VPs in Table 8.2 of
the scoping report?

 

In relation to the aviation lighting, Naturescot confirms that "once a lighting scheme is agreed and hub height and preliminary visible aviation lighting Zone
of Theoretical Visibility are available, we can provide further advice on the proposed night-time viewpoints. We note that potential mitigation measures
relating to visible aviation lighting will be explored in consultation with the Civil Aviation Authority."    We will therefore be liaising further with Naturescot
once we have an agreed lighting scheme. 

 

In addition, we proposed to use Old Bridge, Invermoriston (VP2) and Suidhe Viewpoint, B862 (VP5) for the night-time visualisations in the Scoping Report.
It would be good if THC was also in agreement to this?

 

If you can please confirm back to us that you are in agreement to the above, it would be much appreciated.

 

Kind regards

 

 

 

 

 

 || Onshore Consents Strategy Manager

SSE Renewables
One Waterloo Street
Glasgow
G2 6AY

M: 

sserenewables.com
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We received the Scoping Response from the Highland Council on 3rd July 2025 and wanted to draw your attention to
section 3.109 of the Scoping Response which states that a Forestry Chapter should be scoped into the Sect 36C EIAR. 
This is acknowledged by the Scottish Ministers in their Scoping Opinion (attached)  in paragraph 3.18. It states:-

 

"3.18 Other issues for consideration would be the inclusion of a forestry chapter in

the EIAR. Despite previous being scoped out of the Consented Development EIA,

THC considers this as a necessary inclusion due to the potential impact the layout of

the access road, turbines or associated infrastructure will have on forestry."

 

As is confirmed in Table 2 in Section 3.3 of the SSER Scoping Report, Forestry was scoped out of the original 2021 EIAR
for the Consented Bhlaraidh Extention Windfarm (Scottish Forestry concurred that Forestry should be scoped out of the
2021 EIAR in their consultation response)  and  due to no change being expected as a result of the varied the
development, it has also been scoped out of the EIA for the Section 36C application.  We have not had a response from
Scottish Forestry to our Sect 36C Scoping exercise for the Proposed Varied Development.

 
We can confirm  that any alterations to the layout of the access road, turbines or associated infrastructure as
part of the Proposed Varied Development will have minimal impact on any areas of Forestry.  The only two
potential impacts would be as described below:-
 

Area 1- will likely require minor trimming to the trees to the North, but at this point in time, we do not anticipate that
any felling will be required. 

 

 

Area 2 - This area will need widening to facilitate the bigger blades, which will likely involve extending into the area
bounded by the forestry fenceline (you can see it faintly on the satellite). However, we anticipate that any removal of
trees will be kept to minimum. 

 



 

Please can you confirm that due to the minor nature of any forestry works associated with the proposed varied
development, that it is appropriate to scope out a Forestry Chapter from the EIAR. 
 
Kind regards
 

 
 

 || Onshore Consents Strategy Manager

SSE Renewables
One Waterloo Street
Glasgow
G2 6AY

M: 

sserenewables.com
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If you wish to reduce the micrositing of the turbines
just in specific directions, this can be provided
through commissioning an exclusion zone report,
which produces an area where the turbines can be
sited without significant impact to the link. Due to the
significant further analysis required to create the
exclusion zone, this is chargeable. If significant
movement is expected, then this report will likely be
the most helpful.
Alternatively, a mitigation report can be
commissioned to investigate moving the link to
reduce the impact of the development on the link,
which would also be chargeable, but could provide a
lesser restriction to the micrositing if an acceptable
mitigation solution is found and agreed on.

If you would like a meeting to discuss these options,
this can be organised, but due to our engineers
dealing with other existing projects, this would be next
week at the earliest.

Kind regards,
Wind Farm Team
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Renewable Energy Casework Adviser  

By email only: @nature.scot  

 

Dear   

Proposed Section 36c Bhlaraidh Wind Farm Extension: Ecology Consultation 

Thank you for your Scoping Opinion comments on the proposed Section 36c Application for the 
Bhlaraidh Wind Farm Extension, ECU reference ECU00006176; NatureScot reference 
CEA180416/101862. 

As detailed in the Scoping Report, the proposed Varied Development differs from the Consented 
Development in terms of a proposed increase in the hub height of all 15 turbines, which increases 
the maximum tip height from 180m to 230m; slight changes to some turbine locations; increases in 
hardstanding at the turbine bases; small changes in the routes of the cross country cable and 
access tracks, but no changes in the locations or design of proposed watercourse crossings; and 
the removal of one borrow pit search area. 

In preparing the Scoping Report, NatureScot’s 2024 guidance1 on dealing with proposals for 
variation of Section 36 wind farm consents was considered, which states that “In most situations, 
the existing ecological survey information can be relied upon for section 36C applications. We will 
usually only recommend new survey in relation to the variation where there could have been a 
substantive change to environmental circumstances which could contribute to new or intensified 
significant effects.  If the original survey is substantially out of date there may be greater 
uncertainty in relation to such a change having occurred.” 

Your comments related to potential changes to impacts to bat species are noted. Buffers around 
new turbine locations will be considered in the development of the S36C EIA report, and inclusion 
or exclusion of bats in the impact assessment will be fully detailed in that report. Any new or 
changed mitigation to protect bat species will also be detailed in full. 

It remains our intention to update the habitat calculations for the proposed Varied Development, 
and all mitigation measures and subsequent documents (e.g., habitat management plan) will be 
reviewed in light of the updated habitat calculations and amended if required. 

As explained in the Scoping Report, it is our intention to scope out all protected species, apart from 
possibly bat species as indicated above. It is noted that most construction activities, excluding 
watercourse crossings, will continue to be undertaken at least 50m away from watercourses as 
outlined in the EIA report for the Consented Development, and thus impacts on otters, water vole 
and fish species are not expected to differ for the proposed Varied Development. 

The decision to scope out protected species is based on field survey results from the original EIA 
report (completed 2019 and 2020), pre-works ECoW checks undertaken in the Enabling Works 
area in 2022-2024 and a pre-construction fish surveys of the entire wind farm area in 2022. The 

 

1 https://www.nature.scot/doc/guidance-dealing-proposals-variation-section-36-wind-farm-consents 



RPS Consulting Services Ltd. Registered in England No. 01470149.  

rpsgroup.com  

findings of the ECoW checks and pre-construction fish surveys were in line with the results from 
the baseline surveys that supported the EIA report for the Consented Development, and it is noted 
that no resting places for otters were identified. 

Although some of these survey results would be considered out of date, there have been no 
significant changes to the site that would be likely to give rise to new or intensified effects on 
protected species. Thus, no further field surveys are proposed to support the S36C EIA report. 

We would be grateful if NatureScot could confirm their agreement with the use of existing field 
survey data in assessing impacts on protected species, and that no further surveys are required to 
inform the S36C EIA report. 

If you have any additional questions, please to not hesitate to ask. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

for RPS 

 

 

Associate Ecologist 
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Renewable Energy Casework Adviser  

By email only: @nature.scot  

 

Dear ,  

Proposed Section 36c Bhlaraidh Wind Farm Extension: Ornithology Consultation 

Thank you for your Scoping Opinion comments on the proposed Section 36c Application for the 
Bhlaraidh Wind Farm Extension, ECU reference ECU00006176; NatureScot reference 
CEA180416/101862. 

As detailed in the Scoping Report, the Varied Development only differs from the Consented 
Development in terms of a modest increase in size of infrastructure, with a proposed increase in 
the hub height of all 15 turbines, resulting in an increase in maximum tip height from 180m to 
230m. While the overall layout of the Varied Development has not changed substantially from that 
of the Consented Development, due to the increase in tip height and resultant change to wake 
zones and increased safety buffer for topple distance, relocation and re-orientation of turbines and 
crane hardstands will be required, along with minor track alignments. Although the size of the 
hardstands has increased to reflect the proposed candidate turbine model for the Varied 
Development the same length of track is proposed for both the Varied Development and the 
Consented Development. 

As detailed in the Scoping Report, we have considered Nature Scot (2024) guidance1 on proposals 
for the variation of section 36 wind farm consents, which states that, “For birds, in the majority of 
cases where the number and location of turbines are not changing, all that will be needed is a re-
working of the collision risk model, rather than new survey work.”  

We note your agreement in the Scoping Opinion that, due to the increase in turbine dimensions, 
collision risk modelling (CRM) for red-throated diver, Slavonian grebe, black grouse, golden eagle, 
greenshank and golden plover should be scoped into the updated Ornithological Impact 
Assessment (OIA) for the Varied Development, with revised collision risk calculations presented in 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report. Where appropriate, the updated assessment 
will also consider collision risk to the aforementioned species in-combination with other wind farm 
developments in the surrounding area. 

We would be grateful if you could confirm that NatureScot are in agreement that, as proposed in 
the Scoping Report, impacts on ornithological features due to construction disturbance/ 
displacement and aviation lighting can be scoped out of the updated OIA for the Varied 
Development.  

• No significant impacts due to construction disturbance were predicted for the Consented 
Development and construction activities for the Varied Development will not change 
significantly from the methodology presented and assessed as part of the Consented 

 

1 NatureScot (2024). Guidance on dealing with proposals for the variation of section 36 wind farm consents. 











the EIAR. Despite previous being scoped out of the Consented Development EIA,

THC considers this as a necessary inclusion due to the potential impact the layout of

the access road, turbines or associated infrastructure will have on forestry."

 

As is confirmed in Table 2 in Section 3.3 of the SSER Scoping Report, Forestry was scoped out of the original 2021 EIAR
for the Consented Bhlaraidh Extention Windfarm (Scottish Forestry concurred that Forestry should be scoped out of the
2021 EIAR in their consultation response)  and  due to no change being expected as a result of the varied the
development, it has also been scoped out of the EIA for the Section 36C application.  We have not had a response from
Scottish Forestry to our Sect 36C Scoping exercise for the Proposed Varied Development.

 
We can confirm  that any alterations to the layout of the access road, turbines or associated infrastructure as part of the
Proposed Varied Development will have minimal impact on any areas of Forestry.  The only two potential impacts would
be as described below:-
 
Area 1- will likely require minor trimming to the trees to the North, but at this point in time, we do not anticipate that
any felling will be required. 

 

 

Area 2 - This area will need widening to facilitate the bigger blades, which will likely involve extending into the area
bounded by the forestry fenceline (you can see it faintly on the satellite). However, we anticipate that any removal of
trees will be kept to minimum. 

 



 

Please can you confirm that due to the minor nature of any forestry works associated with the proposed varied
development, that it is appropriate to scope out a Forestry Chapter from the EIAR. 
 
Kind regards
 

 
 

 MRTPI || Onshore Consents Strategy Manager

SSE Renewables
One Waterloo Street
Glasgow
G2 6AY

M: 

sserenewables.com
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dealing with other existing projects, this would be next
week at the earliest.

Kind regards,
Wind Farm Team
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This email was sent from outside SSE. Do not open any links or attachments unless you
know the content is safe. If you are unsure, report it!

Report Suspicious

Outlook

Fw: [EXTERNAL] RE: Bhlaraidh Extension Consent Variation - Nosie Consultation

From >
Date
To

2 attachments (1 MB)
2025-07-25-rjf-bhlaraidh-extension-redesign-25-02050-scop.docx; image001.png;

 

From: 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2025 14:11
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Bhlaraidh Extension Consent Variation - Nosie Consultation
 

Hi sorry I’ve got a bit behind on my wind farms.  Please see the attached belated response
I’ve sent to Planning.
 
Regards,

Environmental Health Officer
Highland Council, 38 Harbour Road, Inverness, IV1 1UF
Telephone: 
 
From: >
Sent: 25 July 2025 11:52
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Bhlaraidh Extension Consent Variation - Nosie Consultation



 
CAUTION: This email was sent from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.
 
Dear 
 
I trust that you are well.
 
As you may be aware SSE Renewables intends to submit an application under s.36C of the
Electricity Act 1989 to vary the consent for Bhlaraidh Extension Wind Farm to increase the
tip height of the turbines from 180m to 230m.  Details, including the Scoping Report are
available on the ECU website under reference ECU00006176. Scottish Government -
Energy Consents Unit - Application Details.  For ease of reference I have attached a copy of
the Scoping Report and THC’s Scoping Response.
 
We  received the Scoping Response  from the Highland Council on 3rd July 2025 , which
states that THC’s Environmental Health Department had not responded to the Scoping
Request but may respond later.  As a result, the requirements set out in the Scoping
Response in relation to noise effects are generic rather than directed towards the proposals
contained in the Scoping Report.
 
In brief, the Scoping Report proposed to scope out noise, due to:
 

1. The distance from construction areas to noise sensitive receptors, which means
construction noise effects are unlikely to be significant.

2. The effects of operational noise and cumulative operational noise were previously
concluded to be ‘not significant’ in EIA terms and this is expected to remain the case
for the Proposed Varied Development for reasons set out within the Scoping Report.

3. A commitment from the applicant that operational noise levels would remain within the
consented noise limits.
 

In addition, we have checked THC’s wind farms map and details of neighbouring wind farms:
 

Extract from Highland Council's Wind Energy Database map showing sites in the vicinity
of Bhlaraidh Extension.
 
Bhlaraidh and Corrimony were considered within the 2021 EIA and 2022 AIR for the
consented Bhlaraidh Extension Wind Farm and therefore the noise limits account for
contributions from these wind farms, which have been assessed already and concluded to
be not significant.
 
Fiodhag is shown on the ECU website as ‘Withdrawn’ so does not need to be considered.
 
Both Chrathaich and Loch Liath considered the cumulative effects of the consented
Bhlaraidh Extension within their EIA noise assessments, with reference to the consented
noise limits. Each found that there were no significant cumulative effects.
 
There is therefore no need to update the cumulative assessment or to amend the noise
condition limits to account for these developments.
 
We would be grateful if you could please provide a response to the proposals in the Scoping
opinion that confirms whether or not you agree that noise can be scoped out.
 
If you would not be comfortable with scoping out noise entirely, would you accept a brief
assessment that demonstrates that operation of the proposed varied development would
comply with the existing consent condition?
 



I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Regards,

 
 || Noise & Measurements Team Leader

Energy Analytics
SSE Renewables
One Waterloo Street
Glasgow, G2 6AY
 
T: 

At SSE Renewables we work flexibly - so whilst it suits me to email now, I do not expect a response or
action outside of your own working hours

sserenewables.com
 
 
 
 

The information in this E-Mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It may not
represent the views of the SSE Group.
It is intended solely for the addressees. Access to this E-Mail by anyone else is
unauthorised.
If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken
or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
Any unauthorised recipient should advise the sender immediately of the error in
transmission. Unless specifically stated otherwise, this email (or any attachments to it) is not
an offer capable of acceptance or acceptance of an offer and it does not form part of a
binding contractual agreement.

SSE plc
Registered Office: Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit
activities.
www.sse.com
Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed within this
e-mail are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or
associated bodies, nor does this e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.
Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an cèill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhèin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad
an-còmhnaidh a' riochdachadh beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil
am post-d seo na phàirt de chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.
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