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Bleachfield, compensatory planting, native woodland creation 
Operational Plan 
 
 
 

 

Historically, has been used to provide rough grazing for sheep and cattle. 
 
The land was purchased by SSE Renewables for the purpose of compensatory planting,  
 
There are no houses in the immediate vicinity of the site although access is via High Tirfergus farm (the 
current tenant) 
 
Topography 
 
The lowest elevation is 40 to 50 m above sea level to a high point Tirfergus Hill at 260 m. Grid Ref: NR 6646 
1722. 
 
The ground is sloping with a northerly aspect. 
 
There is evidence that the northernmost section was improved grassland having been reseeded with 
applications of lime in the past while the balance is moorland.  
The land is currently used for sheep grazing on an annual basis by the neighbour. 
 
According to Argyll and Bute Woodlands and Forestry Strategy geographic data the proposed site is classed 
as “sensitive” for the lower section whereas the body of the site is “potential” and the upper areas are 
“preferred”. 
 
Soils 
 
Hutton soils web maps show the lower parts of the site containing noncalcareous gleys, some peaty gleys 
and humic gleys. The central section of the proposed planting area is described as noncalcareous gleys, 
humic gleys, some brown forest soils and peaty gleys. 
The upper section of the ownership, of which a small proportion will form part of the proposed planting 
area consist of peaty gleys and some peat.  
It is not intended to plant within areas of deep peat. 
 
A peat depth survey was undertaken by E.S. Lawrence PhD CEnv CIEEM. 
(The full report, plans and shapefiles available). 
  
Drainage 
 
Several small tributaries flow into the Tirfergus burn which is also fed by Killypole Loch to the west. 
 
The small burns contain existing riparian woodland within the gulleys. 
 
Native woodland establishment will benefit from cultivation in the form of mounds with the design 
including buffer zones from water courses as set out in UKFS Forestry and Water Guidelines. 
 
Ploughing and draining shall be excluded from the cultivation options. 
 
Cultural Heritage 
Past map shows nothing on site.  
Bealloch fort (SM3639) is some 650 m outside the ownership boundary to the east. 
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Operational Plan 
 
 
 

 

 
Clare Ellis and Hilary McLauchlan of Argyll Archaeology undertook an archaeological walkover. (Full report, 
plans and shapefiles available). 
  
Ecological Interest 
 
Designations and Context 
 
There are no known statutory designated sites of conservation interest within the site. 
 
Habitats  
 
Ecological survey was undertaken by E.S. Lawrence PhD CEnv CIEEM. 
(The full report, plans and shapefiles available). 
 
Woodlands - One of the key habitat features is the scattered, remnant alder and birch along the riparian 
zones. There are a few mature sycamores, white willow and chestnut distributed along the burn sides, scrub 
and the understory is relatively poorly represented with few if any tree seedlings present. One of the 
primary biodiversity aims of the proposal should be the restoration of the native 
woodland and scrub and its expansion over the richer quality, Sandstone derived soils. 
 
Grassland - Overall the whole of Tirfergus Hill is classified as upland grassland or moorland habitats 
dominated by gamminoids. The two inbye fields are classed as either improved or semi-improved grassland 
and have lower botanical conservation value. 
The artificial and natural drainage gullies are dominated by the above rushes and are predicted to be 
partially ground water dependent and overall are placed in the low category. The exceptions are one or two 
slightly base-rich springs and flushes dominated by sedges (Carex species) which are fully ground water 
dependent. 
 
Birds 
There was a small flock of c. 25 golden plover in flight south around the summit in February 2022 and one 
perched near the trig point. It is likely that the gently sloping blanket mire habitats at Tirfergus are used by 
migrant/overwintering golden plover as roosts (pers. obs. at multiple upland sites in Kintyre). In January 
2022 the owner recorded a blackcock in the recovering dwarf-shrub heath southwest of the upper march 
fence and historically there was a lek around Loch Orodale 
 
Other Interests 
 
There were signs that otter use the Tirfergus Burn and the occupant has noted sightings in the past, but no 
obvious couches or holts were located during the present surveys. The majority of the habitat outside of the 
main riparian zone at Bleachfield represents marginal habitat for otters (without even small amphibian 
pools). 
 
Landscape Interest 
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Woodland Design 
 
The proposed planting species mixes and their distribution have been chosen taking into consideration the 
existing site conditions, biodiversity and landscape issues and the stated objectives.  
 
The planting design entails the use of five species mixes, as detailed below. 
 
Design features include: 
 

• Particular attention paid to the site’s boundaries and the upper margin due to their visual 
sensitivity; 

• Using open ground and broadleaved planting to soften the woodland’s edges; 
• Enhancing riparian zones through the planting of native broadleaved woodland; and  
• Retaining access and amenity to the Tirfergus hill trig point. 

 
Planting Specifications 
 

- Native broadleaved plants will be grown from seed collected from a suitable provenance 106 if 
possible  
 

 
a) Native broadleaves 

(based on NVC W11)     
  
Silver birch 50 %  
Sessile oak 20 %  
Rowan 10 %  
Hazel 10 %  
Hawthorn   8 %  
Bird cherry   2 %  

 
• This mix will be planted on free-draining soils 
• An indication on planting location is given above: 

- oak and birch will be planted in an intimate mix on the more sheltered locations  
- the remaining birch will be planted in single-species drifts 
- rowan, hazel and hawthorn will be planted in small single-species groups 
- holly will be planted in small single-species groups, particularly focused on the edges of the 

planting 
• This mix will be planted at 3m by 3m spacing to achieve 1,100 stems per ha at year 5 

 
 

b) Native broadleaves 
(based on NVC W4 and W7)            

  
Downy birch 50 %  
Common alder 20 %  
Goat willow 10 %  









Perth and Argyll Conservancy
Scottish Forestry

Upper Battleby
Redgorton

Perth
PH1 3EN

0300 067 6005
panda.cons@forestry.gov.scot

Conservator: Cameron Maxwell

Mr Neil McKay

mckayforestry@outlook.com

20-Jun-2023

Dear Mr McKay,

Case Reference:WCP-388
Property Name: Bleachfield

WOODLAND CREATION EIA SCREENING OPINION
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017

I refer to your application for Bleachfield at Campbeltown which contains proposals for 31.73 hectares of afforestation.

We are required to provide a Screening Opinion under the above Regulations as to whether the work you are proposing is an EIA project and will
require EIA consent.

I can confirm that the work you propose will not require EIA consent.

Biodiversity
Breeding Bird Survey

The planting and deer fencing has been designed with survey results in mind.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Biodiversity
Protected Species

Agent has said that Badger gates are proposed and will be identified just prior to fence erection. These have been included in the planting plan.
Agent has said that Otter on Tirfergus burn and on the Lochorodale boundary will be provided with maintained gaps in the water gates (or diversion
tunnels on the banks). These have been included in the planting plan.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Biodiversity



The proposal is for a minimum 31.73 ha native woodland scheme. This will increase native woodland within Kintyre which contains a
large percentage of coniferous forests.

A primary objective will be to enhance the biodiversity locally within and along the margins of this planting scheme. However, at the
same time it is recognised that the activity must protect the existing habitats and species, most notably along the existing riparian
areas.

LISS search results include Native woodland – Integrated Habitat Network, secondary zone for most of the upper area of the site.

Positive response received from NatureScot for the compensatory planting.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Climate
Winters in south Kintyre are usually mild for Scotland. Summers are warm, with daytime temperatures in August typically reaching 17.3°C
and nights dipping to 11.4°C. 

Rainfall is high, totalling 1245 mm in a typical year. Precipitation is distributed evenly, falling over about 179 days per year. 

The area has high sunshine totals, with 1361 hours of sunshine recorded in a typical year.

The wind rose for Machrihanish is distinctly west south west and east north east. Winds are described as Fresh to Strong. 

The planting has been designed with these comments/survey results in mind. Area of GWDTE left unplanted.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Cultural Heritage
Past map shows nothing on site. 

Bealloch fort (SM3639) is some 650 m outside the ownership boundary to the east.

Archaeological features are incorporated into the planting design by maintaining as open ground.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Land
The area of ownership extends from Low Tirfergus farm near Drumlemble. The lowest elevation is 40 to 50 m above sea level to a high
point Tirfergus Hill at 260 m. Grid Ref: NR 6646 1722.

The ground is sloping with a northerly aspect.

There is evidence that the northernmost section was improved grassland having been reseeded with applications of lime in the past
while the balance is moorland. 
The land is currently used for sheep grazing on an annual basis by the neighbour.

According to Argyll and Bute Woodlands and Forestry Strategy geographic data the proposed site is classed as “sensitive” for the lower
section whereas the body of the site is “potential” and the upper areas are “preferred”.

The southern portion of the site within the Local Landscape Area has been left unplanted.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Landscape
Local Landscape Area - Mull of Kintyre

The southern portion of the site within the Local Landscape Area has been left unplanted.

The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.

Landscape



The Landscape Character type (LCTs) SNH 2019 is noted as 39 - Plateau Moor and Forest – Argyll.
The site rises from the broad lowland plain between Campbeltown and Machrihanish Bay. Tirfergus hill is visible from Campbeltown 6 km
distant and Machrihanish some 4 km.
The planting design will largely be dictated by the burns flowing south to north into Tirfergus burn. The upper and eastern margins do
not have any sympathetic landform to follow and will require detail, possibly in the form of reducing stocking numbers. 
NB it is not intended to plant much beyond the 200 m contour.
 
The planting has been designed with the landscape/visualisations in mind. .
 
The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.
 
Population & Human Health
The scattered dwellings of Drumlemble is the nearest population contains a primary school with a school role 0f 32 pupils. 
The landowner is keen to encourage the engagement with Drumlemble Primary School in this native woodland creation project.

A native woodland approach will have no long term detrimental impact through timber harvesting and haulage of any scale.

Public access appears limited, although some walkers do ascend to the trig point on Tirfergus hill.
 
Include as community council and A&B access officer as consultees when put on EIA PR.
 
The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.
 
Soil
Hutton soils web maps show the lower parts of the site containing noncalcareous gleys, some peaty gleys and humic gleys. The central
section of the proposed planting area is described as noncalcareous gleys, humic gleys, some brown forest soils and peaty gleys.

The upper section of the ownership, of which a small proportion will form part of the proposed planting area consist of peaty gleys and
some peat. 

It is not intended to plant within areas of deep peat.
 
Planting design avoids areas of deep peat.
 
The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.
 
Water
Private Water Supplies
 
Scottish Water have confirmed that there are no Scottish Water drinking water catchments or water abstraction sources, which are designated as
Drinking Water Protected Areas under the Water Framework Directive, in the area that may be affected by the proposed activity. UKFS and Forest
and Water Guidelines will be followed. Agent will establish with neighbours where the 200mm uPVC rising main is to prevent any damage when
bring in plant and machinery.
 
The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.
 
Water
Several small tributaries flow into the Tirfergus burn which is also fed by Killypole Loch to the west.

The small burns contain existing riparian woodland within the gulleys.

Native woodland establishment will benefit from cultivation in the form of mounds with the design including buffer zones from water
courses as set out in UKFS Forestry and Water Guidelines.

Ploughing and draining shall be excluded from the cultivation options.
 
UKFS and Forest and Water Guidelines will be followed. Planting Plan has incorporated suitable buffers/planting to enhance/protect riparian areas.
 
The above issue has been assessed against The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and has
been found to have no significant negative environmental impacts.
 

Work in relation to this forestry project is expected to start within 5 years and be completed within 10 years from the date of this letter. If you have
not started any of the work identified in this screening opinion within 5 years from the date of this letter but still wish to proceed with the project, then



please advise us. We will screen the proposal again to decide whether your project requires EIA consent under these Regulations.

Please note that if you intend to apply for grant funding for this work, you must wait until you get an approved contract from us before you start any
of the work.

Please find below the final design map(s) for this project:



WCP-388 / Bleachfield / Bleachfield, NR664174 / Version 1.0, 24 May 2023 - Assessment Screening (not to scale)

 Bleachfield FINAL map 04.05.2023.pdf

Yours sincerely,

Mandy Cook
Woodland Officer

for Conservator
Cameron Maxwell




